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A year in Briefs:

Year 01: ‘Exercises in Style’, ‘Dream Bedroom’, 
‘Dream Detail’, ‘PR Machine’, ‘Open for Business’

Year 02: ‘Model Citizens, ‘My Own Private Utopia (for 
you too)’, ‘PR Machine’, ‘Take me to the Nail Bar, Nail 
Bar’

Year 03: ‘Model Citizens’, ‘My Own Private Utopia (for 
you too)’, ‘PR Machine’, ‘Eco-House (live project with 
FNFC Architects Ltd)’

2019-20 was a year of development for ID BA where 
we were joined by Susan Ginsburgh, an experienced 
new head tutor for Year 01. This brought a rigour to 
Year 01’s development supported by the rest of the 
design team. Recent graduate Nayden Hadzhiev 
also joined our team and led the computing side of 
the course bringing a fresh approach to computer 
rendering that allowed students to fully realise their 
design proposals using real-time software such as 
Twin-motion and Lumion. Stratford-based designer 
Pol Gallagher, director of ZAP Architecture also added 
an experienced dimension to the teaching team in 
Term 2, with a flare for hand-drawing and creative 
technical solutions to projects. 

For our student cohort it was a year for upskilling and 
strengthening ability. Fresh into first year entered a 
competitive student group who quickly became fluent in 
drawing skills through experimentation, repetition and 
structured hand-drawing workshops. A highlight was 
the ‘Dream Detail’ project where groups of students 
were tasked with building a modular shelving system 
where they inserted a 1:1 corner representation of 
their design using tessellation patterns cast in plaster 
for the floor and photo-transfer tessellation designs 
for the two connected wall surfaces. 

In Year 02 + 03, Term 01 was focussed on the Barbican 
estate. The Blast Brief ‘Model Citizens’ was an exercise 
in understanding Bunyan Court flat types and making 
1:20 models of these with a touch of redesign. We were 
lucky enough to visit Adam and Eva and their family flat 
in type M3D, a triplex at the top of the block, to survey 
and measure up the proportions of the spaces and 
photograph the materiality. The resulting models were 
a joy to critique and explore with guest critics. ‘My Own 
Private Utopia (for you too)’ was a brief concerned with 
designing a micro-gallery situated in one of three sites 
chosen at the Barbican Estate. For year 02 this was a 
project to consider how inside space relates to outside 
space and how to create a small micro-architectural 
social hub. All of these projects set the challenge to 
understand level changes through staircase design 
using physical model-making as well as 2D drawing 
and 3D modelling. 

We carried out field trips both abroad and locally with 
half the cohort visiting Athens and exploring everything 
from antiquity to contemporary design. While at home 
we visited the Tate galleries and Southbank brutalism. 
One of the highlights of the course output was a 
feature in online magazine Dezeen as part of their 
Virtual Design Festival showing off ten of the best lamp 
prototypes that Year 02 designed and fabricated. 
This mini-brief explored materiality as well as 
understanding 1:1 construction to make a sculptural 
piece of bespoke furniture that became the genesis 
for the student’s Nail Bar refurbishment proposals. 

The Nail Bar project took Year 02 into a Covid-19 online 
teaching environment where the momentum did not 
fade and students created exciting and inventive 
proposals for ‘Beauty Nail Salon’ in Stratford, East 
London. 

Year 03 graduates completed Eco-House, a live 
project based in Ashford, Kent in conjunction with 
FNFC Architects, a practice we have worked with for 
two years now. The house design was a test for the 
year 03’s where a sensitive mix of rammed-earth 
walls, rooflight solutions within a green roof and 
decking to a water’s edge within a decadent single 
storey residence became the challenge. The students 
wrote briefs based on fictional clients and carried 
out successful studies of the intricacies of residential 
needs as well as implementing featured spaces 
for musicians, artists, writers and lawyers amongst 
others. 
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Vysniauskaite, Alex Wong
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Special thanks to:
Anya Gordon Clarke, Dominic Eley, FNFC Architects, Studio Naama, 
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Athens, Greece & London, UK
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INDEX: 

1 Lamp prototype by Melissa Mustafa 2 ‘Eco-House’ dining 
room view by Carolina Iocavenco 3-6 Barbican Terrace collages, 
material palette and internal view by Crystal Stewart 7-23 Nail 
Bar Lamp Designs by Year 02 24 Nail Bar internal view by Diana 
Vysniauskaite 25 Nail Bar internal view by Rae McDowell 26 
Barbican Pavilion view by Alex Wong 27 Nail Bar internal view 
by Inci Devecilliger 28 Concept sketch Barbican Pavilion by 
Sara Trevain 29 Nail Bar Site Analysis by Roisin King 30 Nail Bar 
Section Drawing by Rae McDowell 31 Open for Business concept 
sketches by Layla Osman 32 Exercises in Style collage by Ridwan 
Salman 33 Open for Business Axo by Solveiga Murauskaite 34 PR 
Machine collages by Yoana Miglencheva 35 Eco-House Axo by 
Delmarie Coates 36 Barbican Terrace view by Delmarie Coates 37 
Barbican Terrace view by Preeyanka Ghandi 38 Eco-House Iso by 
Carolina Iocavenco 38-40 Eco-House Sections by Rosa Sheaves 41 
Eco-House internal view by Rosa Sheaves 42 Eco-House internal 
view by Joanne Dean 43 Model Citizens model views by Jessica 
Pembroke 44-47 Eco-House internal views, collage and Barbican 
internal view by Carolina Iocavenco 48 Exercises in Style photo-
transfers by Year 01 49-52 Athens field trip and studio shots 53 
Exercises in Style by Tasneem Mohammed 54 Exercises in style by 
Stephanie Balde 55 Dream Detail shelf construction, tesselations, 
wallpaper design and publications work by Year 01
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